
 

16 | P a g e   

   

   

 

   
   

The Philosophy of Sharia’s: Objectives and 

Applications in Modern Times   

   

Author (s)    1. Muhammad Imran Khan 

2. Saima Javed  

3. Asif Mehmood 

Affiliation (s)    1.Department of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab, 

Lahore, Pakistan  

2.Faculty of Sharia and Law, International Islamic University, 

Islamabad, Pakistan 

3.Department of Islamic Thought and Civilization, University of 

Management and Technology (UMT), Lahore, Pakistan 

Article History:    Received:  May.22. 2024    

Reviewed: Jun.11. 2024    

Accepted: Jun.15. 2024    

Available Online: Jun.30. 2024    

Copyright:    © The Author (s)    

Conflict of Interest:    Author (s) declared no conflict of interest      

Journal Link:   

   

https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal   

   

      

https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal
https://al-awan.com.pk/index.php/Journal


 

17 | P a g e   

   

   Volume 2, Issue 4, Oct-Dec 2024   

 

The Philosophy of Sharia’s: Objectives and Applications in   

Modern Times   
Abstract:    

This study explores the philosophical foundations, objectives, and 

contemporary applications of Sharia’s in the modern world. Sharia’s, the divine law in 

Islam, has historically guided ethical, social, and legal conduct, reflecting universal 

principles of justice, welfare, and moral responsibility. The philosophy of Sharia’s 

integrates metaphysical, ethical, and social dimensions, emphasizing the harmony 

between divine directives and human well-being. In modern times, Sharia’s principles 

face challenges in legal standardization, economic regulation, and technological 

integration, requiring adaptive interpretations aligned with masjid al-Sharia’s 

(objectives of Sharia’s). This article examines the interplay between classical 

jurisprudential philosophy and contemporary societal needs, highlighting the role of 

Sharia’s in fostering social justice, economic ethics, and global ethical discourse. The 

research synthesizes theoretical frameworks, case studies, and comparative analyses 

to provide actionable insights for policymakers, scholars, and practitioners engaged 

in the application of Sharia’s in modern contexts.   

 Keywords: Sharia’s philosophy, masjid al-Sharia, modern application, Islamic ethics, social 

justice, legal adaptation  

Introduction:   

The philosophy of Sharia’s constitutes the intellectual and ethical foundation of Islamic 

jurisprudence, encompassing divine, moral, and social imperatives. Rooted in the Qur’an and 

Sunna, Sharia’s addresses both individual conduct and collective societal welfare, reflecting 

an integrated system of law, ethics, and spirituality. Classical Islamic scholars developed an 

intricate framework to interpret divine injunctions, emphasizing the objectives (masjid) that 

ensure justice, protection of human dignity, and promotion of public welfare (masala).In 

modern contexts, the application of Sharia’s encounters unprecedented challenges due to 

globalization, technological advancement, and diverse sociopolitical landscapes. 

Contemporary Muslim societies require dynamic and contextually relevant interpretations 

that preserve the integrity of divine guidance while addressing contemporary issues such as 

finance, human rights, environmental ethics, and interfaith interactions. This study provides 

an in-depth analysis of Sharia’s philosophy, its objectives, and its evolving applications, 

aiming to bridge classical jurisprudence with modern exigencies.   

Historical Evolution of Sharia’s Philosophy: Origins 

in Qur’an and Sunna:   

Sharia’s is rooted in the primary sources of Islamic law: the Qur’an, which contains divine 

guidance on moral, spiritual, and legal matters, and the Sunna, the practices and sayings of 

the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The Qur’an establishes broad ethical and social 

principles, while the Sunna provides detailed practical examples of their implementation. 

Together, they form the foundation for interpreting divine law in personal, social, and legal 

contexts.   

Development of Classical Jurisprudence (Fish):   
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Fish, or Islamic jurisprudence, emerged as scholars sought to systematize and apply divine 

injunctions to everyday life. Early schools of thought—Hanafiah, Maliki, Shari’s, and 

Hobnail—developed methodologies for interpreting texts, establishing rules for ritual, civil, 

and criminal matters. Over time, jurist’s refined legal theory to balance textual fidelity with 

reasoned judgment (jihad), ensuring the law remained dynamic yet rooted in revelation.   

Contributions of Major Scholars:   

Al-Ghazi (1058–1111): Emphasized the ethical and spiritual dimensions of law, integrating 

philosophy, theology, and jurisprudence. His works highlighted the importance of intention 

(Aniyah) and moral purpose behind legal rulings.   

Ibn Tamiya (1263–1328): Advocated strict adherence to Qur’an and Sunna while allowing 

reasoned interpretation where necessary. He influenced the development of reformist thought 

in later periods.   

Al-Sahib (1320–1388): Introduced the concept of masjid al-Sharia’s (objectives of 

Sharia’s), emphasizing that legal rules should serve higher purposes, such as justice, welfare, 

and the protection of human life and dignity.   

Ethical and Social Dimensions   

Sharia’s extends beyond legal compliance, promoting ethical behavior, social responsibility, 

and equitable treatment. It addresses societal concerns such as justice, public welfare 

(masala), and compassion toward vulnerable groups.   

Role in Guiding Contemporary Legal and Moral Frameworks:   

Masjid al-Sharia’s serve as a framework for interpreting law in contemporary contexts, 

including finance, human rights, environmental stewardship, and technology. By focusing on 

objectives rather than rigid forms, modern scholars can adapt Sharia’s princip les to complex 

challenges while preserving their ethical and spiritual integrity.   

Ethical and Moral Foundations:   

Integration of Divine Commands and Human Ethics:   

Sharia’s represents a holistic system that blends divine guidance with rational ethical 

reasoning. It does not merely dictate ritual compliance but also nurtures moral virtues such as 

honesty, empathy, and justice.   

Justice, Equity, and Welfare as Core Principles:   

Justice (‘ad) is the cornerstone of Sharia’s, ensuring fairness in social, economic, and legal 

interactions. Equity (insane) emphasizes ethical excellence and compassion, while welfare 

(masala) prioritizes the collective well-being of society.   

Relevance to Contemporary Societal Challenges:   

Modern issues such as financial crises, environmental degradation, technological ethics, and 

human rights demand a Sharia’s-based framework that is flexible, objective-oriented, and 

contextually relevant. Ethical imperatives derived from Sharia’s guide decision-making that 

aligns with both spiritual values and societal welfare.   

Sharia and Modern Legal Systems:   

Comparative Analysis with Secular Law:   

Sharia’s and secular legal systems share common objectives—maintaining order, justice, and 

social welfare—but differ in source and methodology. Secular law derives authority from 

legislatures or constitutions, emphasizing codified rules and state enforcement. Sharia’s, 

however, is divinely inspired and integrates ethical, spiritual, and social dimensions. In 

pluralistic societies, hybrid legal systems often emerge, combining Sharia’s principles with 

secular frameworks, particularly in personal status, inheritance, and commercial law.  
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Challenges in Codification and Imple mentation: Codifying Sharia’s into modern legal 

frameworks faces challenges, including:   

Interpretive diversity: Different schools of thought (Hanafiah, Maliki, Shari’s, and Hobnail) 

provide varying rulings.   

Contextual relevance : Classical rulings may not directly address contemporary issues such 

as digital finance or biotechnology.   

Legal pluralism: Integrating Sharia’s into national laws requires balancing religious 

mandates with constitutional rights and international norms.   

Judicial expertise: Ensuring judges and policymakers have both classical training and 

modern legal understanding.   

Financial Regulation: Sharia’s-compliant banking emphasizes prohibition of interest (rib), 

risk-sharing, and ethical investment, seen in Islamic banks in Malaysia, UAE, and Pakistan.  

Family Law: Countries like Egypt and Indonesia integrate Sharia’s in marriage, divorce, and 

inheritance while ensuring compatibility with modern civil codes.   

Human Rights : Progressive interpretations align Sharia’s with gender equity, freedom of 

religion, and social justice, balancing traditional principles with global human rights 

standards.   

Economic and Financial Applications:  Principles 

of Islamic Finance:   

Islamic finance is grounded in the objectives of Sharia’s: promoting justice, preventing 

exploitation, and encouraging social welfare. Key principles include:   

Prohibition of rib (interest): Encouraging profit-and-loss sharing contracts instead of 

guaranteed interest.   

Risk-sharing: Investments are structured so that both parties share profit and risk equitably. 

Ethical compliance : Investments must avoid haram (prohibited) activities such as gambling, 

alcohol, or speculative trading.   

Ethical Investments and Social Responsibility:   

Sharia’s promotes socially responsible investment, prioritizing ventures that contribute to 

community welfare, environmental sustainability, and poverty a lleviation. Instruments like 

suck (Islamic bonds) finance infrastructure and social development projects while remaining   

Sharia’s-compliant.   

Role in Addressing Modern Economic Crises:   

Islamic finance provides resilience against economic instability by discouraging speculative 

bubbles and promoting risk-sharing. It supports ethical lending, equitable wealth distribution, 

and financial inclusion, which can mitigate the impacts of global financial crises.   

Technology, Media, and Contemporary Challenges:   

Sharia in the Digital Age and Emerging Technologies:   

The rapid growth of digital platforms, artificial intelligence, and biotechnology introduces 

novel ethical and legal dilemmas. Sharia’s provides a framework to evaluate the 

permissibility and societal impact of these technologies, ensuring that innovation aligns with 

moral and social welfare objectives.   

Ethical Guidelines for AI, Social Media, and Biotechnology:  

Artificial Intelligence : AI development should respect human dignity, privacy, and equitable 

access.   

Social Media: Content moderation and online conduct should prevent harm, misinformation, 

and exploitation.   
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Biotechnology: Ethical considerations include genetic modification, cloning, and biomedical 

research, balancing advancement with moral responsibility.  Adaptive Jurisprudence and 

Dynamic Etihad:   

Modern Sharia’s scholars employ jihad (independent reasoning) to interpret classical 

principles for contemporary contexts. Adaptive jurisprudence ensures that Sharia’s remains 

relevant, guiding ethical decision-making in law, finance, technology, and social governance. 

Dynamic jihad allows flexibility while maintaining fidelity to masjid al-Sharia, ensuring 

solutions address both traditional values and modern societal challenges.   

   
Summary:   

The philosophy of Sharia’s embodies a profound intellectual and ethical framework that has 

guided Muslim societies for over a millennium. Rooted in the Qur’an and Sunna, Sharia’s 

integrates legal, moral, spiritual, and social dimensions, offering a comprehensive model for 

individual conduct and collective welfare. Its historical evolution demonstrates a dynamic 

interplay between divine revelation and human reason, culminating in classical jurisprudence 

(fish) developed by eminent scholars such as Al-Ghazi, Ibn Tamiya, and Al-Sahib. These 

scholars not only codified practical rules but also emphasized the ethical and spiritual 

purposes of the law, laying the groundwork for masjid al-Sharia’s—the higher objectives 

designed to protect religion, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth.Maqāsid al-Sharia’s provides 

an essential framework for ethical and social governance, prioritizing justice, equity, and 

societal welfare. The philosophy’s moral foundations integrate divine commandments with 

human reasoning, promoting virtues such as honesty, compassion, and public responsibility. 

In modern contexts, these principles offer critical guidance in addressing societal challenges, 

including economic inequality, environmental degradation, human rights, and technological 

advancement. The contemporary application of Sharia’s in legal systems illustrates both its 

adaptability and complexity. Comparative analyses reveal divergences with secular law, 

highlighting challenges in codification, judicial interpretation, and harmonization with 
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constitutional and international norms. Case studies in financial regulation, family law, and 

human rights illustrate how  

Sharia’s can coexist with modern legal frameworks, providing ethical and practical solutions 

to emerging societal problems. Islamic finance exemplifies the operationalization of Sharia’s 

objectives in economic life, emphasizing risk-sharing, prohibition of rib, ethical investment, 

and social responsibility. Such mechanisms contribute to economic stability, ethical wealth 

distribution, and resilience against financial crises. Furthermore, the integration of Sharia’s 

principles into the digital age underscores its relevance for contemporary ethical dilemmas. 

Emerging technologies, artificial intelligence, social media, and biotechnology demand 

adaptive jurisprudence and dynamic jihad to ensure that innovation aligns with human 

dignity, ethical norms, and societal welfare. By employing flexible yet principled reasoning, 

modern scholars can harmonize Sharia’s with global ethical standards while maintaining 

fidelity to its objectives. By emphasizing objectives over rigid forms, Sharia’s fosters justice, 

social welfare, and ethical responsibility, offering a robust paradigm for governance, finance, 

law, and technology in contemporary Muslim societies. Its principles not only preserve 

spiritual and ethical values but also facilitate constructive engagement with modernity, 

highlighting the potential of Sharia’s as a source of holistic guidance in a rapidly evolving 

world.   
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