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Exploring the Historical Foundations of Islamic Civilization

Dr. Ali Abbas' , Muhammad Ali?
YInstitute of Islamic Studies, University of Karachi
2Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Abstract:

Islamic civilization, with its profound influence on the course of human history,
offers a rich tapestry of cultural, scientific, and philosophical achievements. This article
embarks on a scholarly exploration of the historical foundations of Islamic civilization,
tracing its emergence in the 7th century in the Arabian Peninsula and its subsequent
expansion across continents. We examine the pivotal role of the Quran and Hadith as
primary sources guiding social, legal, and cultural frameworks, alongside the impact of
Prophet Muhammad's teachings on the civilization's development. The analysis extends
to the Golden Age of Islam, highlighting contributions to science, medicine, mathematics,
and philosophy, and how these achievements were transmitted to the Western world
through various channels, including the translation movement in Baghdad. The paper
also explores the socio-political structures and economic systems that underpinned
Islamic societies, including the caliphate system, trade networks, and the role of cities
like Baghdad, Cordoba, and Cairo as centers of knowledge and culture. Furthermore, the
article addresses the diversity within Islamic civilization, encompassing various sects,
traditions, and interactions with other cultures, which contributed to its rich and complex
heritage. Finally, the study reflects on the legacy of Islamic civilization in the modern
world, emphasizing its enduring contributions to art, architecture, science, and global
cultural heritage.

Keywords: Islamic Civilization, Golden Age of Islam, Arabian Peninsula, Cultural Influence,
Historical Foundations, Intellectual Contributions, Islamic Art and Science.
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